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Community News

     Since the early 1990’s the City has 
given its citizens several opportunities to 
provide their input on what should be the 
future of their community.  In that time 
Oak Ridge North citizens have repeatedly 
indicated a desire for a central gathering 
area with local shops and amenities.  The 
citizens’ desires once again resurfaced 
during the 2012-2013 comprehensive 
planning process.  It is from that latest 
process and citizen input that the Plaza 
District concept was born and incorpo-
rated into the 2013 Comprehensive Plan, 
which was ultimately adopted in June 
2013.  The City Council, in October 2013, 
voted to create a new zoning area called 
the Plaza District.  
        The Plaza District was created out of a 
portion of the existing B-1 Neighborhood 
Business District to designate an area for 
a possible future town center.  This zon-
ing allowed the city to use regulations 
that would protect the new district from 
commercial development that might be 
detrimental to our community, existing 
businesses, and property values.  The 
Plaza District zoning is generally located 
in the area of City Hall.  The old regula-
tions would have allowed warehouses 
and other similar type businesses to 
be built that would have brought down 
property values.  
         It was never the intention that the City 
would be the one to develop a Plaza Dis-
trict.  With the exception of City Hall and 
the County owned Community Center, 
all of the land in the Plaza District is pri-

vately owned by several landowners.   
In fact, under Texas law the City cannot 
condemn or “take” anyone’s private 
land for economic development pur-
poses such as the development of the 
Plaza District.  The City does not have 
the financial resources to purchase nu-
merous tracts of land for commercial 
purposes.  The Plaza District is merely 
a planning tool for any future redevel-
opment by existing property owners or 
new owners or developers.    
      The Plaza District zoning gives the 
City the option of protecting the area 
from undesirable development.  “Un-
desirable development” simply means 
that the community might prefer a 
cleaners be built in this new designat-
ed area instead of a head shop, or an 
ice cream parlor be built rather than a 
concrete producing facility.  
        Some businesses can be established 
in this area that does not require Plan-
ning & Zoning or City Council approval.  
Businesses such as art galleries, bakeries, 
health and beauty services, retail shops, 
drug stores, dry cleaners, financial insti-
tutions, restaurants, ice cream parlors, 
tailors, and mail services are just a few.  
All other proposed uses for redevelop-
ment in the Plaza District will go through 
Planning & Zoning and then to City Coun-
cil for review and approval.  
      Current uses applies to the businesses 
or establishments already located and 
operating in the Plaza District.  These 
uses are “grandfathered.” This means 

that current uses can continue “as is” un-
til the property or business is sold or ex-
panded, or the property is redeveloped 
in some new way.  At that time those 
property owners can petition the city to 
change or continue their current existing 
use.  Two establishments, the Oak Ridge 
Reformed Baptist Church and School and 
Printing Plus, have already taken advan-
tage of this petition process and received 
“Specific Use Permits” that allow them to 
continue as they are, expand, or redevel-
op as long as they are in operation. This 
petition process protects current busi-
nesses and landowners.

What is the Plaza District?



As a reminder to residents, the police department publishes a weekly “crime blotter” that 
residents can access to keep up with the “goin’s on” at the Police Department. Residents 
can access this online at NIXLE.com. Once there, the resident can sign up for the service 
at no cost. The NIXLE system is 
also used by the Police De-
partment as an emergency 

management tool to notify citizens of pending 
problems or situations. By signing up for the crime 
blotter, you will also receive weather statements 
and other information that is pertinent to law en-
forcement and public safety.     We are fortunate to have mild winters and longer 

growing seasons here in Texas. Over the winter we need 
to remember to put out feed and treats for our feath-
ered friends. Keep your bird baths free of leaves and 
pine needles and add fresh water as needed.  The wood-
peckers love suet, and I have seen them get nuts from 
my large feeder too.  Cardinals, Tufted titmice, Sparrows, 
and Blue Jays visit my feeders daily.  I have not seen any 
Blue Birds here at my feeders yet but I have seen them 
at my shop off of 1314 and they are beautiful. It’s also 
time to get the Fall garden growing! 
      The weather is great for gardening and bird watch-
ing. Enjoy!

Gayle Scardino owns Scardino Landscaping & Irrigation. For more 
gardening tips contact her at gaylescardino@sbcglobal.net.
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   Gayle’s Green T umb 

NIXLE
What’s New

Please note new 
garbage service 
days: Monday, gar-

bage; Wednesday, recycling.  Mon-
day observed holidays will be serviced 
on Wednesday (no recycling pickup).  
Wednesday observed holidays will be 
serviced on Saturday.  Holidays ob-
served are New Year’s Day, Tanksgiv-
ing Day, and Christmas Day.

 Girls and Boys Gymnastics 
 Ages 1-18 years old 
 Competitive and  
       Non-competitive programs 
 Preschool Gymnastics 
 Tumbling and Acro Classes 
 Open Gym 
 Birthday Parties 
 HUGE, BRAND NEW FACILITY!!! 

 Dance 
 Martial Arts 
 Fitness Center 
 Café 
 Onsite chidcare 
 Homeschool  
  (The Academy at WCC) 



   Hello Neighbors! In 2013 
the City started looking at the 
land to the East of the rail-
road tracks along Robinson 
Road. This land is located in 
the County but is considered 
to be in our extra-territorial 
jurisdiction (ETJ).  That means 
that we can annex it someday 
if the property owners peti-
tion us to do so.  Our concern 
was about the development 
of that land and about the in-
frastructure needed.  Since it 
is in the County there are no 
restrictions on what can be 
built there or how it is built.  
All of that can have an effect 
on us regarding our property 
values, drainage, and safety 
among other things.  
   Since that time, we have 
put together what is called a 
Tax Incentive Reinvestment 
Zone (TIRZ) that includes our 
commercial areas and ap-
proximately 446 acres of land 
located east of the railroad 
tracks.  A TIRZ is a funding tool 
that allows the taxing entities 

to partner together to develop 
infrastructure.  The City has 
asked the County to partner 
with us on this effort to get 
roads, drainage, water, and 
sewer infrastructure built in 
the ETJ area.  This is done by 
first attracting quality develop-
ers who will build the needed 
infrastructure and be reim-
bursed over time from the in-
creased tax revenue from the 
improved property.  The part-
ners or developers improve 
the property and then are paid 
from the taxes they generate.  
     The needed projects are 
estimated to cost some 60 
million dollars.  Neither the 
City nor the County can do 
this alone, but it can be done 
by both of us working togeth-
er.  As I mentioned earlier we 
started this project in 2013, 
then we worked with Com-
missioner Noack and County 
Attorney B.D. Griffin to create 
the TIRZ.  I made this presen-
tation to the County Commis-
sioners in October of this year 

and it was well received.  
    The goal of the TIRZ is to 
bring the property up to its 
maximum taxable value by 
creating quality infrastructure 
for development.  For exam-
ple, the property in the ETJ 
in 2013 was worth $4.03 per 
square foot. The property in 
our business park with utilities 
was worth $17.24 per square 
foot.  The difference in devel-
oped land with utilities and 
undeveloped land in the ETJ 
is $13.21 per square foot.  It 
is estimated that it will cost 
about $3.11 per square foot to 
provide infrastructure to the 
land so we deduct that from 
the difference.  That leaves an 
increase in value of $10.10 per 
square foot.  That is a great 
deal for the City and for the 
County.   All of this is not go-
ing to cost the citizens of Oak 
Ridge North or the County 
anything.  It will be paid for by 
the increased tax revenue on 
the property in the ETJ when it 
is developed.  

Mayor Jim Kuykendall

Tax Incentive Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) 

    It goes without saying that 
we need to continue to en-
hance our business com-
munity so we can maximize 
our sales tax and commercial 
property tax base.  We must 
continue to protect our neigh-
borhoods and reduce residen-
tial property taxes.  This joint 
TIRZ effort with the County 
will help do just that.  We will 
have good returns for many 
years to come. 
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From the Mayor



      In October of this year I moved into the City of 
Oak Ridge North.  I am proud to be the first city man-
ager to live in the city.  This may seem like a no brain-
er, but one of the downsides of a small city and a 
small housing inventory is that most of your staff will 
not come from the city itself.  My original intent was 
always to live in Oak Ridge 
North and I am thrilled to 
have made it here at last.  At 
this writing it has only been 
three weeks, but already I 
feel a difference in the way I 
look at Oak Ridge North.  
      First, the ambiance is un-
deniable.  I love to sit in my 
driveway and listen to the 
band practicing at the high 
school, and the sound of the 
train whistle in the distance.  
I love watching the boys next 
door practice baseball in the 
cul de sac.  Sunday I saw teenagers throwing footballs 
in their front yard.  Every day people walk by, some 
with dogs, 
and greet 
you on the 
street.  You 
p r o b a b l y 
take this for 
granted as 
small town 
life, but I 
can tell you, 
it’s generally 
not that way 
in most neighborhoods.  Not anymore.  I have missed 
having this in my life since my children are grown and 
appreciate all the sounds of Oak Ridge North more 
than you can know.
      I love the green.  Everywhere I look it is green 
and fresh feeling and with a fresh scent.  The homes 
are mostly beautiful and well groomed.  It is a joy to 
make that short drive through such a pleasant home 
town.
      My neighbors have welcomed me with open arms, 

State of the City
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including some bearing welcome gifts.  This hasn’t
happened to me, well never.  I’ve moved quite a bit 
and rarely, did I say never, has the neighborhood 
been as welcoming.  The people of Oak Ridge North 
make it what it is.
      I also see the challenges our city faces from a new 

perspective.  I see the prob-
lems of poor home mainte-
nance, scattered lack of care 
for lawns and gardens, and 
the issues with street park-
ing.  I understand what it 
means when citizens say how 
important it is to preserve 
what we have.
I also see things I truly never 
noticed before.  While in my 
five years as your city man-
ager I have driven the streets 
daily.  I have witnessed and 
been aware of these issues, 

but there is something more impactful when you ex-
perience it yourself as a resident.  We have an excel-

lent staff in 
our city that 
combs the 
streets look-
ing for and 
working to 
resolve your 
issues, but I 
do hope to 
bring this 
new sensitiv-
ity, as a resi-

dent now, to bear as we move forward.  
     I love my new home and I thank God He has blessed 
me with this one in Oak Ridge North and in His own 
time.  Every day when I leave it puts a smile on my 
face to be in this place.  When I return home, I have 
another smile for the home I’ve been blessed with.  
     Thank you for letting me be part of Oak Ridge 
North!

Vicky Rudy, City Manager

Moving to Oak Ridge North   
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Safety First 
Tips when calling 9-1-1



            
Upcoming Christmas events
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Community Events 
     Christmas is almost here! Can 
you believe it? Don’t miss out on all 
the fun festivities right in your own 
back yard. The upcoming Christmas 
events in Oak Ridge North are as 
follows:

Annual Christmas Tree lighting- 
Sunday, November 29th at 5:30pm. 

(By the Sears and AT&T building)

Hometown Christmas Parade/Santa in the Park- 
Saturday, December 5th 9:30-12:30 (ending in 
Marilyn Edgar Park)

Mayor - Council Christmas Reception- Thursday, De-
cember 3rd 6-8pm at City Hall. 

Light up the Night- Judging to take place Monday, De-
cember 7 and winners will be announced Monday, De-
cember 14th. 

Community Hayride- Leaving from City Hall at 6 and 
7:30 the hayride will cruise through the City and give 
riders a chance to view the beautiful lights. Admission 
is one canned good. 

     For more infomation about any of these events
please visit the Community Events page at the City’s 
website just under the “About Us” tab! You can also 
contact Emily Alley, Community Relations at (832) 381-
3215. We look forward to seeing you there! 



Second Annual Fall Festival  

         On October 10th the City hosted 
its Second Annual Fall Festival. This 
year’s event was another huge suc-
cess and a fun time was had by all. 
The event included a ton of activities 
such as 30+ local craft vendors, sev-
eral different types of food options, 
a petting zoo, DJ, pumpkin painting, 
games and prizes, free family photos 
and much more!
       Events like these would not be 
possible if it weren’t for our awe-
some sponsors from all around the 
City. We would like to thank each of them for making the event such a success. 

           A big thank you to: Pallotta’s Italian Grill, Cunningham Gas 
Products, Elder’s Absolutely Cool Automotive, Scardino Land-
scaping, Life Spring Church, Bella Vista Productions, Keystone 
Signature Properties, Generations Church, Oak Ridge Christian 
Academy, Oak Ridge Baptist Church, Faith United Method-
ist Church, and also Ototronix and Rooms to Go who provided 
much needed extra parking. 
        If you missed the fun this year be sure and attend next 
October! We would love to see you there. For more informa-
tion about this and other City events check out the Community 
Events page under the “About Us” tab at our website: oakrid-
genorth.com.    
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Projects in ORN
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      Most residents, at one time or an-
other, have asked themselves, “Why does 
it take so long to get a project built?” This 
article will attempt to provide the pro-
cess that most cities in the State are re-
quired to follow by law, and explain why 
most projects are generally timed with a 
monthly calendar. I will show a timeline 
as the steps are undertaken, starting arbi-
trarily with January 1st of any given year:
         January 1st: Once a project has been 
identified, there is a typical process that 
is followed that starts with identifying a 
funding source. There is a common mis-
understanding that stems from residents’ 
experience with home projects that the 
first step is “contemplation” which gener-
ally involves sitting on the couch watch-
ing a football game with a cold beverage 
for three weekends in a row. No, the 
first step is identifying funding and get-
ting Council to approve those funds. The 
“contemplation” step generally occurs 
later, usually after fielding approximately 
17,357 phone calls during the week after 
Council approves funding. With funding 
source identified, staff then takes a rec-
ommendation to Council to appropriate 
those funds into the project account. 
      January 12th: City Council meeting 

dates are held twice a month, on the 2nd 
and 4th Mondays; thus the approval pro-
cess has to wait until the next meeting 
date. Upon Council approval, staff then 
goes to select a design consultant who 
drafts up a scope of work included in a 
contract.
       January 26th: Staff then takes the 
contract to Council for approval, and 
once approved, directs the consultant to 
begin. 
        January 27th: Staff then enters into 
“contemplation” while the design consul-
tant produces the plans, specifications, 
and all other final documents which are 
set forth in the contract documents. The 
design generally takes about 8-12 weeks 
depending on the complexity of the proj-
ect.
       July 31st: After 26 weeks of design, 
the project is ready to be advertised, the 
delay due to the design consultant’s three 
vacations and “contemplation” period. 
This is standard practice, the City is told. 
       August 10th: Staff brings the final 
plans to Council with a recommenda-
tion to advertise the project according to 
State law. The advertisement generally 
runs 2-3 weeks in a local paper during 
which time a pre-bid meeting can be held 

to answer any ques-
tions potential bidders 
may have. 
     September 2nd: 
At the end of the ad-
vertisement period, 
there is a bid open-
ing during which the 
sealed bids delivered 
by the bidding con-
tractors are opened. 
An apparent low bid-
der is named and all 
the bids are checked/
verified to make sure 
that the bidders didn’t 
carry an extra 1 to the 
10 millions’ column. 
Once everything has 
been verified, the ap-
parent low bid is taken 
to Council for consid-
eration to approve. 
References of the 

contractor are verified and a recommen-
dation letter by the design consultant is 
brought to Council.
      September 14th: At the next avail-
able Council meeting, the contractor’s 
bid is presented and voted on by Council. 
Once approved, the contractor then has 
10 days to produce the bonds, insurance, 
and executed contract documents. A pre-
construction conference is held to make 
sure the contractor knows what City he 
is in.
         September 28th: The contractor has 
provided all the executed documents and 
a start date is scheduled. This period is 
known as the contractor’s “contempla-
tion”. Based on availability of his crew, he 
selects mid-October.
            November 15th: The contractor mo-
bilizes his crew and asks to work week-
ends to make up time lost to “unforeseen 
scheduling conflicts”, otherwise known as 
“contemplation”. He notifies the City that 
his “best crews” are not available during 
the weeks between Thanksgiving and 
New Year’s Day.
            December 24th: City staff gets a call 
that the contractor has hit a water main 
at 8pm. Staff mobilizes and repairs the 
water main by 1am.
         December 31st: City staff gets a 
call that the contractor has “found” an-
other City water main at 7pm. Staff mobi-
lizes and repairs the water main by 2am, 
singing Auld Lang Syne to keep the water 
from freezing on their lips.
         January 28th: Contractor finishes 
the project and requests additional time 
added to the 90-day contract due to City 
repair crews being in the way and not dry-
ing the dirt out around the project after 
both broken water mains were repaired.
      February 2nd: The project reaches 
completion. The groundhog, relocated 
by the project, fails to appear, and the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service show up and 
declare that the habitat needs to be re-
stored and the project undone.
        February 3rd: Staff looks to identify a 
source of funding…

Joe Sherwin, Public Works Director

Public Works

Inside Villa Salon
27176 I-45 North, Suite 5
Oakridge North, TX 77385
n-style@sbcglobal.net

Inside Villa Salon
27176 I-45 North, Suite 5
Oakridge North, TX 77385
n-style@sbcglobal.net
Cell: 281-330-3048Cell: 281-330-3048

$10 off Cut and Color
When you mention this ad

when  scheduling your appointment
~ First time customers only ~

Tuesday - Saturday
9am - 6pm

Tuesday - Saturday
9am - 6pm

Doing Hair Since 1981
In The Woodlands Since 1993



                                         
Farland Music  
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Business Spotlight 
     Farland Music is a company based in 
Oak Ridge North dedicated to teaching 
children of all ages how to make music. 
Run by Adam McFarland, it opened three 
and a half years ago after expanding from 
a simple origin in McFarland’s residence. 
While it has no other locations in the area, 
it does occasionally host short term record-
ing contracts with other companies such as 
Sugar Hill in Houston. Farland Music serves 
as a basis for teenagers and children alike 
to learn something they love: music. 
     Farland Music’s founder, Adam McFar-

land, grew up around the Oak Ridge area 
with music and the technology that made 
it work. He built a music career during his 
high school and college years that included 
engineering and working with the sound 
systems as the kind of “behind the scenes” 
guy that every group needs. He found jobs 
from California’s Hollywood to Tennessee’s 
Nashville. McFarland and his wife moved to 
the region a few years later, where they set 
up their initial business teaching lessons 
to those aspiring to learn to play an instru-
ment. Those that they teach consist of the 
drums, piano, and string instruments such 
as the guitar and the bass. 
     McFarland, who is in three bands himself, 
expanded his business past his home doors 
to an official studio in Oak Ridge North. 
The office includes soundproof rooms for 
students to practice in, as well as a com-
fortable lounge and a recording studio for 
students to produce demos of their own 
music. A garage provides additional space 
for equipment and gives drum students a 
place to rehearse. 
     The founder partakes in more than just 
lessons though. McFarland aids Oak Ridge 
by performing at events, donating to chari-
ties, and helping out in the parades. Far-
land Music takes pride in how it stands out 
in Oak Ridge North as a unique asset to the 

community, and hopes to fulfill its vision of 
aiding musicians who may not be able to 
provide the necessary equipment for re-
cording or learning by themselves how to 
play an instrument. As a company that as-
pires to produce “true art”, McFarland said, 
those at Farland Music wish to continue 
growing and create independent music. 

Emily Miller, Oak Ridge North Highschool 
intern to The City

 

 

Buy ~ Sell ~ Lease  
Property Management 

www.KeystoneSignature.com        
832-764-0156 

Paula Cleveland, Broker/Owner 

There is always, always, always something to be thankful for 



                
Parking 
Police Spotlight 
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the person holding the permit.  This all 
may seem complicated, and it proba-
bly is.  But it is in response to the con-
cerns of a majority of the residents in 
that area trying to deal with school 
parking issues.  Students who do not 
want to pay for a school parking per-
mit or have had their parking privilege 
at the school revoked come into the 
city and park in front of folks houses.  
This complicates mail delivery and po-
lice service.  The Officers on patrol do 
not know who is supposed to be in the 

        Earlier this year, Council passed 
Ordinance 78-93 dealing with parking 
on some of our City streets.  The most 
important aspect of this ordinance is 
its impact on the Section 10 (North-
side) residents.  Due to young folks 
parking on the City streets in front of 
resident’s houses to circumvent the 
protocol involving parking on the high 
school parking lot, the City was asked 
by residents of that area to restrict 
parking on certain streets as follows:
Susan Lane, Susan Court, Nancy Lane, 
Nancy Court, Pine Manor Lane, Pine 
Manor Court, North Harlan between 
Laura Lane and Susan Lane, Laura Lane 
between Patsy Lane and Laura Court.
         To park on these streets between 
the hours of 6:30 am and 11:30 am, 
Monday through Friday, except on 
school holidays requires a permit is-
sued by the City.  On these streets, 
any vehicle parked according to a valid 
city issued permit must be parked in 
front of, or within 25’ of the property 
line associated with the street address 
that corresponds to the residence of 

area and who may be there for nefari-
ous purposes.  
      The parking also contributes to 
property damage, litter, and is per-
ceived by some as a blight, reduc-
ing their home values.  The distance 
requirement of the ordinance is in 
response to some residents who 
were getting numerous parking per-
mits from the city and giving them 
to friends and relatives outside the 
city to circumvent the ordinance.  It 
is an enforcement effort that seems 
never-ending and shouldn’t pose such 
a problem if residents would simply 
abide by the ordinance properly and 
students from outside the City would 
park in the school lots.  Until that hap-
pens, we will enforce the ordinance 
by towing any vehicle found in viola-
tion and issuing citations.  Any resi-
dent living on the above streets may 
come to City Hall and obtain permits 
at no cost.

Andy Walters, Chief of Police 



ORN Parks Department 

Mayor: Jim Kuykendall
Mayor Pro Tem: Clint McClaren

Council Members:
Place 1: Tom Coale

Place 2: Clint McClaren
Place 3: Christian Walsh

Place 4: Jim Simon
Place 5: Frances Planchard
Vicky Rudy, City Manager

Heather Neeley, City Secretary
Andy Walters, Chief of Police

Joe Sherwin, Director of Public Works/
Engineering

Kristen Woolley, Director of Finance
John Beisert, Building Official

Michelle Buchannan, Municipal Court Clerk
    Susan Cates, Director of Economic Development

City of Oak Ridge North
Monthly Meeting Schedule

City Council
2nd & 4th Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

Planning and Zoning
1st Monday 7 p.m.

Economic Development Corporation
3rd Monday 7 p.m.

Community Affairs Committee
4th Tuesday 6:30 p.m. 

For complete schedules and agendas visit:
oakridgenorth.com 

Te public is ALWAYS welcome!

City Council and Staff 

Te Oak Ridge North Community News is a quarterly 
publication, designed and produced by Emily Alley, Community 

Relations Associate for Oak Ridge North. Front page photo 
courtesy of local photographer, Robert Harrington, owner of Bella 

Vista Productions.
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       Pictured above from left to right is Santiago Ro-
sas, Jose Hernandez, and Amadeo “E.T.” Zabala. These 
three men make up the Parks Department at The City 
of Oak Ridge North. Santiago began his work at The 
City in 07’, Jose in 09’ and E.T in 10’. They have each 
become a valuable part of the team here at City Hall.
       As you’re driving through town you have prob-
ably noticed them all over the place! They are respon-
sible for a number of things that keep the City looking 
as nice as it does. Their responsibilities include such 
things as maintaining and mowing the City’s parks, 
right of ways and drainage ditches. It might sometimes 
go unnoticed but without these things being done the 
City would not look as well kept as it does. 
       Another one of their responsibilies is setup and 
cleanup for all of the City events. These men work tire-
lessly to make sure everything is setup, clean and in 
working order in the parks before each of our annual 
events such as Healthy Kid’s Day, Fourth of July, Fall 
Festival, and the upcoming Christmas Parade/Santa in 
the Park event happening on Saturday, December 5th. 
They are also responsible for getting the Christmas 
decorations put up at City Hall and the lights strung on 
the HUGE Christmas tree you’ll see as you enter the 
City on Robinson Road from I-45. That is no small job! 
       So the next time you take a stroll through Marilyn 
Edgar or Teddy Bear Park or when you see the beau-
tiful Christmas tree lit up for the holidays beginning 
November 29th, remember it is these men that have 
worked so hard to make everything look the way that 
it does. 
         On behalf of the team here at City Hall we thank 
each of you for your continued service to the City and 
apprecite all that you do. 
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We’re on the web!
facebook.com/oakridgenorth

27424 Robinson Road
Oak Ridge North, Texas 77385
Phone: 281-292-4648
Fax: 281-367-7729
oakridgenorth.com


